

i



Establishment of the Library

The library was originally founded by the Malvern Woman’s Club after their literature collection grew well past the Club’s capacity to house and maintain the collection. .  In the years following the founding of the library on March 13, 1928, the Women’s Club struggled with the cost of operating and maintaining the library and its collection, but through the generous support of the community, funding from the state library, and funding from the federal government, the library was able to remain operational and in its location on 3rd and Ash streets.  

In 1936 the first meeting of the Malvern Library Association met and in 1939 the City of Malvern voted to support the library though a tax increase.  In 1955 a new Librarian was appointed and asked to complete the task of cataloging the collection of 15,000 volumes.  The collection continued to increase quickly and in 1966 the collection contained 32,000 volumes.  The Quorum Court and the Library Board determined that the library itself needed to grow and in 1965 the Quorum Court accepted a challenge grant from the federal government to expand the library.  In order to receive the appropriated funds, the City of Malvern was required to deed the library to Hot Spring County.  

Since the library was originally founded in 1928 it has changed and grown significantly.  The library is still located at the site of its founding on 3rd and Ash streets, outlasting many other businesses and organizations of the local area.  Our current building was erected in 2002 and our collection now contains materials in a variety of formats and our bound materials now number over 72,000 volumes.
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